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M. ROBERT HOUDIN, 
AT THE ST. JAMES’S THEATRE. 

When the mysteries of ancient lore were 
revealed to an ignorant and superstitious 
world, their exponents, at first regarded 
with an awe of unbounded magnitude, were 
afterwards scoffed for their presumption, 


reviled for their knowledge, and suffered | 


. , though the very air breathed magical gifts, 
|—in each and all of them no one can fail 


to admire the easy skill of the artist, the 
gentlemanly elegance of his manner, and the 


| absence of everything relating to unneces- 


sary concealment, or charlatanerie. 
Not the least wonderful or interesting 
Do 
portion of the performances is the ‘*‘ Esca- 


martyrdom for their opinions: the more jmotage” of Emile Houdin, or the “ Sus- 


profound their researches, the more clear 
their expositions, the more wonderful their 
results, the greater was the awe, then the 
indignation of the ever-changeful “ voice of 
the people.” Combinations, which now 
produce scarcely a passing sign of won- 
der, were then, when the science of che- 
mistry was but just shooting forth from 
the parent stem of medical learning, con- 
sidered as workings of the evil spirit. 
What would have been said of M. Robert 
Houdin in the 17th century, (not to recede 
farther in the mystic world,) it is next to an 
impossibility to conjecture: what would 
have been his fate is capable of an easy solu- 
tion; it is not even problematical. Shade 
of Cagliostro! How the smiles of triumph 
would have flitted over thy visage,—what 
lambent flame would have lighted up thy 
countenance,—to have seen a sceptic crowd 
wondering and admiring before his—Hou- 
din’s superior genius ! Ah, ha ! subtle 
Mejnour! even the art of thy powerful 
mind would have quailed before the power 
yet ease of such a pupil,—more skilful than 
Zanoni, the Rosicrucian, 

We think it quite a superfluous task to 
mention the peculiarities, and, we may say, 
the artistic greatness of M. Houdin’s pecu- 
liar performances. They out-Herod Herod : 
to mention him in the same breath, with 
any others of his fraternity, is almost pro- 
fanation : we have often been astonished,— 
profoundly delighted by others ; but, when 
witnessing THoudin, all other feelings suc- 
cumb to one of profound admiration for his 
skill and scientific ability. ‘To name even 
the experiments practised by him would be 
futile: they are well known; nor, indeed, 
could any words of ours give any conception 
of them ; the eye must be the sole witness 
in order that the sense may be deceived. 
Whether it be “ L’Oranger Merveilleuse,”’ 
*¢ Le Chasseur,” ‘ La Corbeille de Fleurs,” 
or “La Corne d’Abondance,” from which 
this master of the wizard’s wand nightly 
showers such plenteuous distributions, as 


pension Ethereene,” by Eugene Houdin ; 
but having already exceeded the space de- 
votedto this sketch, we must beg our reader’s 
indulgence, and likewise urge them not to 
miss the opportunity now afforded them of 
witnessing the most wonderful effects of the 
present day ; and of obtaining an agreeable 
and permanent souvenir of the visit of so 
distinguished an artist to this country. 

To conclude : our artist has sketched M. 
TIoudia whilst performing one of his most 
celebrated feats of legerdemain, ‘‘ Le Fa- 
vori des Dames.” In this feat, a charming 
canary, imprisoned in a cage, flies out at 
the command of M. Houdin, and perches 
on a magnificent bouquet, bringing in his 
beak a ribbon of a particular colour, chosen 
by a young lady. There, in obedience to 
his master’s order, this little bird carols a 
charming air, and then, burning nimself 
in the bouquet, makes his escape the next 
instant, on the opposide side, bearing the 
selected ribbon. 








METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


ROYAL ITALIAN OPERA. 

The debut ofan English lady at the 
Italian Opera, is an event of no ordinary 
importance, more especially, when her 
efforts are crowned with complete success. 
The great beauty about Miss Catherine 
Hayes, is the ease which she goes through 
everything she attempts. From the low- 
est note to the highest in every part of 
“ Linda di Chamouni,” she sang without 
the smallest apparent effort, in fact the 
whole performance seemed to come quite 
natural to her. It was this agreeable 
manner, this want of labour, this easy un- 
constrained style, that made Jenny Lind 
the admired of all. We must hear Miss 








Hayes again for though the audience were 
enraptured and called her forward at the 
end of each act, we find it difficult to put 








our opinion before the public. 
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HAYMARKEY!, 
The “Sphinx” by the 


| Kenworthy Nekayah, Horncastle the Vizier, 
Brothers | and Honcy the King of Balsora; but we 


Brough, while it does not possess the | really have lavished so much praise, though 


owerful sallies of wit so much admired 
in “Camaralzaman and Badoura,” contains 
materiel sufficient to satisfy, if not to de- 
light an Haymarket audience. Keely, 
Mrs. Keely, and Miss P. Horton, would 
make anything successful, and their 
efforts contribute in a great degree to the 
fivours shown, both during the represen- 
tation and at the fall of the curtain. The 
scenery deserves especial mention, as being 
well conceived and nicely painted. Mr. 
Buckstone and Mrs. Fitzwilliam were 
warmly applauded on their return. Hud- 
son is announced to appear; and let us 
hope that his services will not be confined 
to Irish characters, for we really cannot 
afford to lose such an admirable light co- 
median. 

PRINCKSS'S. 

To record such a triumphant success as 
the new burlesque achieved on Monday last, 
is a most gratilying duty. The author has 
hitherto been almost unknown to us, but 
the many good things he has crammed into 
this entertainment, have rendered it worthy 
to be classed with the best extravaganzas, that 
have at any period of time graced the metro- 
politan boards. The subject being selected 
from the Arabian Nights’ Entertainment, 
opportunity has been afforded for the intro- 
duction of superb scenery and extensive 
pageantry. This opportunity Mr. Maddox 
has seized, and has placed the piece on thie 
stage, not only regardless of expense, but 
with superabundant taste, the costumes be- 
ing rich and gorgeous, the painting charm:- 
ingly picturesque, and the incidental dancix ; 
not only new, but most graceful and attrac- 
tive. The machinery is admirable, au | 
first-rate, as many of the changes were in 





“ Bluff King Hall,” they are surpassed in 
quantity, though our readers can hardly 
believe, they can be in quality, by the truly 
magic movements in this ‘* Noureddin and 
the Fair Persian.” In one part a most ex- 
tensive forest that occupies the whole area 
of that stage, falls at the very period that a 
banquet spread in the hall of the Caliph of 
Bagdad is rising. The effect can hardly be 
conceived and is only surpassed by the as- 
cending of Fairy Land at the conclusion. 
Emma Harley is the Noureddin, and Miss 


not an atom more than is deserved, that we 
must dismiss them all with commendation. 
We were much delighted with the dancing 
of Miss Cushine and Miss Leclercq, and 
laughed heartily at the tricks of the mon- 
key played by M. Plimmer. Perhaps 
there is scarcely an instance in the history 
of extravaganzas of so many happy hits 
and so few mediocre jokes. The audience 
laughed and applauded again and again, 
and for our part we phrenotyped many of 
the couplets in the hope of favouring our 
readers with a few, but really they came so 
thick and tumbled over each other with 
such rapidity that we must pry another 
visit before we commence the task ; that 
would be longer than an excursion train at 
holiday time. 
ST. JAMES’S. 

On the 29th of last month, Mr. B. 
Palmer the secretary and stage manager of 
the Histrionics took his benefit, on which 
occasion the “ Ueir at Law,” was for the 
first time enacted by his company, to a well 
filled and fashionable house. Daniel Dow- 
las, was most cleverly personated by Mr. 
Peters, who in several scenes evinced a 
knowledge of the dramatic art, not unworthy 
of one who had adopted the stage as his 
profession. Dick Dowlas found a represen- 
tative in Mr. Ogilvie, and was with the ex- 
ception of a redundency of action, cleverly 
got through it. Mr. Palmer as Dr. Pan- 
gloss fully sustained the credit due to his 
former exertions, it was a smooth easy per- 
sonification, a little too measured, but full 
of talent. Stedfust by Mr. Malling, was 
a most methodistical and talentless assump- 
tion, one so truly laughable that our pen is 
robbed of its censure in the utter worthless- 
ness of the object, we only regret not having 
the power to use the stick he kept shifting 
from hand to hand, on his back, for pre- 
suming to appear in what he is, or totally 
unfitted for. Henry Morland by Mr. Shirley 
was another specimen of presumption, but a 
shade less than that of Mr. Malling. 
Ezekiel Homespun by Mr. Mowbray evinced 
much talent, there was an earnestness that 
in part compensated for the want of his 
power in giving the Derbyshire dialect, 
which a few more public trials may possibly 
overcome. The Kenrick of Mr. Knight 
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was truly artistic, few persons on the boards 
being able to give it with a greater amount 
of spirit or truthfulness. The other male 
characters were truly ludicrous. Deborah 
Dowlas by Mrs. Drake was in keeping —that 
of Mr. Peters, and deserves much praise. 
The Caroline Dormer of Miss O’Brien, a 
lady unconnected with this, or any other 
company, displayed a just conception of the 
character, her grief was the repinings of a 
cultivated mind, expressed in all the delicate 
ennunciation of truth, at once graceful and 
forcible. We should like to see this lady in 
a more important character, as she evidently 
possesses many sterling requsites for the 
stage. The Cicely Homespun of Miss Mary 
Hill was a natural and feeling interpretation, 
which reflected much credit on this highly 
promising lady. The appointments and 
general stage business was admirably mana- 
ged. After the comedy, a geutleman whose 
only recommendation was that of being 
able to play the piano like a boarding school 
miss, attempted one of John Parry’s inimi- 
table songs, and most originally failed to 
achieve anything but the displeasure of his 
listeners. Then followed ‘Charles the 
Second,” which having been repeatedly 
played, need no comment, than, that Miss 
Wallace (sister of the composer) was the 
Lady Clara, (on this occcasion) of whose 
performance gallantry compels us to be 
silent. The entertainments concluded with 
the “Blue Devils,’’ which spite of the late 
hour was well enough played to detain the 
audience. 
LYCEUM. 

On Monday the entertainments com- 
menced with the ‘* Water Party,”’ and the 
well known and laughable piece, by Planche 
entitled ‘‘Hold Your Tongue,’ both of 
which went off with great eclat. The new 
grand original spectacle a the ‘Seven 
Champions of Christendom,” was produced 
for the first time, with complete success. 
Our limits will not allow us to give the par- 
ticulars of the various achievements of these 
notorious warriors, suffice it to say they one 
and all gave great delight to the audience, 
and we feel quite certain that the Seven 
Champions represented by the females, 
made a much greater impression on the 
audience than they ever did in any other 
piece of a similar description. The priuci- 
pal character, that of St George, is sustained 
with good effect, by Miss Fitzwilliam, her 


esquire, Charley Wug is a whimsical fellow, 
in the hends of Charles Matthews. ‘The 
political allusions as regards France, Spain 
and Ireland, have much point, and produce 
the desired effect upon the audience. Of 
the scenery too much praise cannot be 
awarded to the artiste, Mr. Beverly, the 
last of which is the throne of St. George, 
surrounded by the other Knights, is sur- 
passingly grand. The medley overture is 
well selected, and met with anencore. The 
piece will no doubt have a long run. 
SADLER’S WELLS. 

We have nothing new here this 
week. Richard the Third,” from the 
original text keeps its place. Miss Glynn, 
has seceded from the theatre, and Mrs. 
Brougham has filled her s:tuation. The 
former lady we hear has gone to Paris, 
whether she returns to this theatre again 
we cannot vouch for. Several revivals 
ere about being produced, amongst which 
is Shakspeare’s “ Julius Cesar,” with a 
very strong cast. 

MARYLEBONE. 

Mr. Watts comes forward with a double 
magnet this Easter. A new five act play by 
Hughes, of the Adelphi, in which Mrs, 
Mowatt, Davenport, and Johnstone sustain 
the principal characters, with such effect as 
to merit a call before the curtain. There 
are some nice points in the dialogue, some 
of which we can hardly refrain from pub- 
lishing. Mr. C. Wheatleigh has a very 
lively part, which he takes much pains to 
support. Mr. Lee was careful as the Indian. 
Mr. Craven was not by any means what we 
could have wished; a lover who has lost 
his mistress, should display much more 
feeling ; had we been situated like Florima, 
we certainly should have preferred the 
impassioned Alberto, even if he had'nt 
saved our life, to the lukewarm Angelo. The 
extravaganza is by Albert Smith, and as 
far as the management and the performers 
are concerned, everything is done to make it 
gloriously succesful. With Miss Saunders 
for Guy Fawkes, Sophia Villars for Catesby, 
Fanny Hamilton for Percy, and G. Cooke 
for Lord Monteagle; the various puns with 
which the burlesque was plentifully supplied, 
were sure to be well served up. The paro- 
dies are good, though not remarkably strik- 
ing. Most of the scenes are particularly effec- 





tive, especially that of Tower Hill where the 
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never-to-be-forgotten Guido, and his fellow , 
conspirators are doomed not to be immolated, 

but to termjnate their life in a new Polka. | 
The Dissolving Views were charmingly ma- 
naged, and thelintroductory scene of King 
Charles, at Charing Cross went off with much | 
eclat. Miss M. Oliver, a young lady who we | 
have not hitherto seen in a promiuent part, 

played with taste, and sang her snatches | 
of melody with spirit. Miss Fiest always 

does everything well, so we have in this case 

merely to reiterate what she always deserves, | 
our sincere approbation. Herbert was | 
broadly comic as an American, his song 

about the “ Diggings ” and his pas.ala Juba, 

met with an encore. But we cannot help 

expressing our surprise that the author 

should have travelled so far to find a Comic 

Man. To us the introduction of the 

Yankeegmuch injures the unity of the bur- 

lesque. 

SURKEY. 

A large list of names heads the bill, 
and Mr. Shepherd tells us what he means 
to do in great black letters. That he in- 
tends to go on better than be has com- 
menced we hope, for the new drama of 
** Almahar the Moor” only exhibits those 
sad strainings for effect, that, but too often 
have possession of our minor theatres. 
The tendency of such dramas is question- 
able, while the extravagance of the plot 
and the extraordinary nature of what they 
term the “ effects,” give but a momentary 
pleasure and incuicate a taste for red-hot 
declamation. When Mr. Anderson comes 
we anticipate there will be a wee bit of a 
row, between the line of the legitimate and 
the line of Mr. Mead, who cannot be too 
strongly warned of his strong assimilarity 
to Mr. Hicks. Mr. Mead is a young man, 
and if he desires to ascend the pillar of 
“ public estimation,” (which by the way is 
vastly different to gallery thunder) he 
must control his impetuosity, and place 
what talent he is endowed with in the pure 
arena of nature, there they may grow and 
become some day what in the present 
course they never will. We shall watch 
him, for we think he has some good stuff 
about him. Mrs. Stirling does not seem 
at home over the water, her “ Cousin 
Cherry” could hardly get a hearing ; we 
dote upon our fair Cousin and were hurt 


to see her distributing her charming 
powers unheeded. The entertainments 
concluded with ** Mother Goose” in which 


Jolly ‘Tom once more delighted everybody. 


It is but justice to state that the pieces 
were admirably put upon the stage. 
STRAND. 

This house re-opened on Monday night 
last under the management of Mr. Henry 
farren. The entertainments consisted of 
bernard’s drama of the “ Farmer's Story,” 
the farce of * Founded on Fact,” and the 
antiquated and ever pleasant drama of 
“Robert Macaire.”’? Of these old pieces 
we have little to say, suflice therefore that 
the dramatis persone exerted themselves 
with laudable industry, and to the entire 
satisfaction of an attentive audience. Mr. 
Leigh Murray, Mr. Compton, Mrs. Comp- 
ton, (formerly Emmeline Montague), and 
other very clever artistes have appeared 
here with great approbation. A most 
violent attack has been made by a contem- 
porary upon the new manager here; to 
this subject we may possibly make further 
allusion in our next. 

PAVILION, 

Like most of the other popular establish- 
ments this theatre has been crammed during 
the week, and the evtertainments being well 
selected and arranged perfectly justified the 
popular approval bestowed. A drama en- 
titled ‘* Marie Antoinette,” said to be 
founded upon an actual adventure which be- 
fel that unhappy lady, has been produced 
with decided success. Mrs. E. Yarnold 
who acted the Queen, performed with con- 
siderable taste and power, and looked charm- 
ingly, while the other members of the 
company likewise deserve commendation. 
The little drama which is highly pleasing 
and effective is the production of the fair 
lessee and actress Mrs. E. Yarnold herself. 
A drama embracing the almost human 
sagacity of a wonderful dog concluded the 
entertainments to the entire satisfaction of 
the crowded auditory. 

STANDARD. 

The principal Easter novelty here is a 
drama entitled the “ Mountain Cataract,” 
which is pleasing in itself, well acted, and 
introduces a very handsome and peculiar 
display of real water which appeared much 
to excite the admiration and applause of 





the audience, The farce of a “Trip to 
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California,” followed and was well received, 


and in the course of the evening we were 

favored with the presence of the celebrated 

dwarf Van Tromp, who is engaged here. 

The house was inconvenient:y crammed. 
CITY OF LO: DON. 

The Easter entertainmeats provided by 
these active managers Messis. Johnson and 
Lee, commenced with a pleasing and effec- 
tive new drama of which we spoke in terms 
of well deserved commendation when it was 
originally produced at the Surrey. It is 
called the ‘ Harvest Queen,” and is most 
certainly an interesting production. A 
variety of pleasing and varied entertainments 
followed, and the drama of the ‘“ Assassin 
vf the Mountain,” finished the evening's 
amusements to the entire satisfaction of a 
crowded house. 

DRAMATIC INSTITUTE, 
GOUGH STREET. 

A performance took place here on Wed- 
nesday, for the benefit of Mr. Aldham 
Robinson, a young actor of great promise, 
who was a subscriber to this Institution 
about twelve months ago, and since which 
period he has been playing in the York 
Circuit, in the respectable company of Mr. 
Pritchard. His success in the Provinces 
has been most favourable. The entertain- 
ments commenced with the play of ‘‘ Dou- 
glass,” Young Norval being sustained by Mr. 
Robinson. We are led to believe there 
must have been some mistake respecting 
the arrangement of this performance, not 
heing favoured by the usual entree. We 
have been informed the performance was 
altogether very good, and that Mr. Robin- 
son is much improved. On Thursday last, 
the Messrs. J. & F. Worth’s had a night, 
and a full house. The ‘“‘ Lady of Lyons,” 
was the first piece selected, in which Mr. 
F. Worth, appeared as Claude Melnotte. 
This gentleman is really a good actor, and 
appears to have a perfect knowledge of the 
stage; his readings are for the most part 
correct, and his conception of the character 
judicious, and it is with regret we are 
obliged to state there is a drawback in his 
performance, that nature will never allow 
him to get the better of; we allude toa 
defect in his pronunciation. He played 
the character with energy and considerable 
feeling, and was very frequently and de- 
servedly applauded. Mr. i. Hilton played 
the Bankrupt Merchant in a manner that 


| is deserving of high praise; he was perfect 
_in the text, and quite unrestrained, and the 
| several scenes with Pauline was very effec- 
itive. Colonel Dumas is a nice easy telling 
part, and Mr. W. Parker got through it 
very well, Miss Fanny Marsh as Pauline 
looked the part as we would have it, and she 
played at times with force and feeling ; but 
her physical, is not sufficiently powerful to 
make an impression on the audience, and 
where she has to depict sorrow, it is 
expressed with a drawl at the end of the 
sentence, which spoils the effect ; this with 
practice we hope, she will soon get rid of. 
The other female parts were played better 














G. Younc.—We have been ten years betore the 
public, and shall continue to act an independent 
and straight forward course. We are not to be 
trifled with, by any threats from minor publi- 
cations. 

One or THE Oxtp Scuoot.—Can you inform me 
whether the play of ‘ Richard the Third,” has 
been played at any of the theatres, as it is now 
got up at Sadler’s Wells; called the original 
text? Not for the last forty years, although there 
have been many alterations. 

A PLayGoER.—Will you please oblige me by sta- 
ting the age of Mr. Fitzwilliam? ,We will refer, 
but we believe about fifty-eight. 

A Surreyitg.— Will you state the name of Mrs. 
Shepherd, before she was married to ber present 
husband, the proprietor of the Surrey? Her 
name was Pope, and she was an actress at the 
Haymarket. 

S. Toms.—'T'he Poetry shall have our considera- 
tion. 

STamwips.—We are greatly obliged by your note, 
inclosing the cards. 

A. JEwins.—We will very readily insert the M.S., 
if it has merit. Any litde favor we can grant, 
we will willingly do so. 

Notice.—Our lengthened notices of the Easter 
entertainments preclude our being able to 
resume the “ London Theatres,”’ this week, but we 
purpose giving the history of the Victoria Thea- 

tre, in our next. 
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THE DEBUT or MADLLE. PARODI, 
OF HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE. 


The announcement of anew representative of 
* Norma,”—that“stumbling-block of all; modern 





Vocalists,—said to be equal to its greatest perso- 
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nator, Grisi,—and with the expectation that she 
was to restore to the stage all the traditions of the 
great Pasta, “created on Tuesday night more than 
ordinary excitement. Mademoiselle Parodi’s debut 
was anticipated as a remarkable event, from the 
knowledge of the fact that she was not only the 
pupil, but the adopted daughter of Madame Pasta ; 
this had endowed her with a special interest, and 
the operatic public was on the alert, and crowded all 
parts of the house. 

The “Norma’’ of Mademoiselle Parodi is some- 
thing entirely new to those among an audience who 
have no memory of Pasta. It has not that sudden 
startling fire which has marked some interpreta- 
toins of the Celtie heroine; and, more particularly 
as a vocal display must fail in comparison with the 
brilliant execution of Grisi; but a tranquil gran- 
deur of style sustained throughout, and a profound 
conception of the character to the minutist detailes 
give it features of its own, so that it need, in no 
point, be confounded with the ‘“ Norma’’ of any 
existing artist. Mademoiselle Parodi avoids every- 
thing like exaggeration ; she acts more by variation 
of countenance than by violence of gesture, and 
her face, which is remarkable for its points of ex- 
pression, is most favourable to her style. Slightly 
timid at first, she soon gained confidence, and the 
rapt devotion of her manner when she sings ‘‘ Casta 
Diva,’ the glow of delighted anticipation which 
iliumines her countenance in’the cabbaletia, “ Ah, 
bello a me ritorna,’ the dignified scorn with which 
she regards Pollio in the finale to the first act, fare 
all instances of great effects produced by the most 
easy and natural means. In declaiming her words 
she does not let a phrase escape her, but gives its 
full meaning to every expression of indignation or 
tenderness, especially the latter feeling. Her atti- 
tudes, though at times taken too suddenly for dra- 
matic correctness, yet are classical and command- 
ing, and have evidently been studied with the same 
care as her declamation. 

Mademoiselle Parodi’s voice is of a quality full 
and melodious in the middle notes, and somewhat 
veiled in the upper register. The occasional de- 
fects of intonation which occurred in the course of 
her performance are easily attributed to the ner- 
vousness of a first appearance. But it is not so 
much as a mere vocalist that Mmselle. Parodi will 
take a definite position with the public; she is es- 
sentially a lyric tragedian, and her most striking 
morecaux are those which are most remarkable for 
intensity of dramatic expresslon. Her success 
was triumphant. She was called three times at 
the end of the opera, once at the end of the first 
act, and also after the air ‘‘Ah, bello 4 me ritorna,”” 
when she was led forward by Lablache and a 
shower of bouquets followed. Madame Giuliani 
was a most efficient representative of Adalgisa, 
and in the duett * Si fino all’ ore,’”’ which was fol- 
lowed by acall for the vocalist; her clear rich 

voice contrasted well with the full pure notes of 
Parodi. Lablache, who was welcomed with all the 
enthusiasm justly due to so admirable an artist, 
was quite himself as Oroveso. The Pollione of 
Signor Bordas only served to cause regret for the 
illness of Signor Gardoni who was to have played 
the part. The choruses were well sustained, and 
the band was exquisitely perfect, 
The ballet of ** Le Diable a Quatre,” exhibited 


| 


= 
all the graceful elegance of Mesdemoiselles Car- 
lotta Grisi, Marie Taglioni, and Rosati, and M. 
Paul Taglioni, M. Charles, and M. D'Or, aided by 


| the extreme care of the well-selected corps de 





ballet. 
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Grisi and Mario have become neighbours of our 
esteemed friend Mr. James Ellis, the enterprising 
lessee of Cremorne Gardens, Chelsea, by taking 
Ashburnham House, with its beautiful park and 
grounds, for the summer season; this charming villa 
and Cremorne, are only separated by a slight fence, 

Tom Barry, the celebrated clown, sailed for New 
York, on ‘Thursday last, with the view of astonish- 
ing brother Jonathan, with his witticisms and 
drolleries. We hope, though we very much doubt, 
that his trans-atlantic trip will prove successful. 

Several musical novelties are announced at 
Easter at Laurent’s Casino, Royal Adelaide Gallery, 
Strand; the highly talented conductor Monsieur 
Emile Laurent, having lately returned from Paris, 
with the scores of all the popular quadrilles, waltzes, 
and polkas, the compositions of the most eminent 
maestros, now performing at the most fashionable 
re-unions in the principal continental cities. A 
selection from the opera of ‘ Masaniello,’’ consi- 
dered by many as Auber’s chef d’ceuvre, and the ce- 
lebrated Drum and Jugiter Polkas, are included in 
the programme. 

Flexmore and Maddox, of the Princess’s, have 
had a fracas, whic’) ended in the former’s secession, 
taking with him his “ trick’? pig and goose, which 
he introduced with such effect in the pantomime 
of “Bluff King Hal.’’ It was a bold stroke for 
Flexmore to take a goose into the theatre, actors 
generally speaking, have a dislike to this sagaciou, 
bird, which doubtless may arise from early prejus 
dice or perhaps incurred by a surfeit on sone pare 
ticular occasion. 

Several benefits are about taking place in the 
course of a few days at Sadler’s Wells Theatre ; 
amongst them is Mr. Morgan’s, the check-taker at 
the pit. This gentleman is universally respected by 
the frequenters of the theatre, for his cordiality of 
manner, and obliging behaviour. The bill of fare, 
is a very good one; and we hope tke receipts of the 
theatre on Tuesday, April 17th, will prove advan- 
tageous to the benificiaire. 

We understand a burlesque is about being per- 
formed at one of the minor theatres, to be entitled, 
“ Smithfield in an Uproar; or, the Corporation 
Out Witted.” The principal characters are to be 
sustained by Messrs. Dixon, Hicks, Anderton, 
Gordon, &c. Alderman Lawrence is to sustain the 
character of a Beef-eater. 

Mr. Pritchard has this week afforded the lovers 
of the legitimate drama, a great treat, by the en- 
gagement of Mr. George Owen, who has appeared 
every evening in standard pieces at the Theatre 
Royal, York. We hear that as Richelieu on Mon- 
day, and as King Lear on Thursday, Mr. Owen 
displayed very great talent, and was rapturously 
applauded. Last night he sustained the part of 
Hamlet, with much ability, and was well supported 
by Mr. Pritchard as Horatio, Mr. Poynter as the 
Ghost, and Mrs. Dyas as the Queen, and Miss 
Dorette as Ophelia. 
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Lonpon WeEDNEspDAY ConcerTs.—Exeter Hall. 
—The twentieth of these delightful and admirably- 
sustained entertainments took place on the 11th 
inst. With a full intention of rendering it ample 
justice in our next issue, we have only space this 
week to mention the names ofthe following artistes 
who took part in the Concert: — Misses Birch, 
Lucombe, Poole, Wells, A. Taylor, Mrs. Alex. 
Newton, Mdlle. Helene Stoepel, Messrs. Irving, 
Weiss, Leffler, Binge, T. Williams, T. H irper, and 
Sims Reeves, and to say that there was not one 
piece throughout the long programme, which was 
not executed in a most artistic manner. 

Miss Rosa Bennett, a younger sister of Miss Julia 
Bennett (now Mrs. Barrow), is about to make her 
debut at Mr. Glover's theatre, Glasgow. 

RetireMENT oF Mrs, Barrow. — We under- 
stand that the engagement of Mrs. Barrow (late 
Miss Julia Bennett) has terminated at the Hay- 
market, and that it is the intention of this lady 
to retire from the stage altogether. We regret 
this, because in the present dearth of young artistes 
in her line of comedy, it will not be easy to supply 
her place on the stage, which she adorned no less 
by her talent than by her irreproachable character, 

VauxHALL GARDENS.—The royal property is 
no longer to let, two speculators having arranged 
with the trustees for the ensuing season. 

Re-BUILDING OF THE O_ymMpPiIc THEATRE.—We 
hear that it is the intention of the landlord to re- 
build on the site of the Olympic Theatre , that was 
recently destroyed by fire, and that it will be ready 
to open the week after Christmas. 

Joun Witson.—Letters recently from America, 
State that the only one of the numerous wan- 
dering minstrels in the United States that is 
actually successful is Mr. Wilson, who is heartily 
welcomed, wherever he goes, by numerous bona-fide 
audiences; for he never has recourse to egregious 
puffs, but pursues the even ¢enor of his way, quietly 
and unassumingly. 

Tue SUFFERERS BY THE LaTE Fire.—Friday, 
the 30th of March, the day succeeding the fire at 
the Olympic, it was suggested by Mr. Stuart, a 
member of the company, that an application should 
be made to M. Jullien, soliciting Drury Lane 
Theatre for one night's benefit, for the numerous 
individuals and families suffering from the event. 
The proposition was accepted by the company, and 
a committee appointed. Messrs. Stuart, Turner, 
and Norton, a deputation from the comuittee, 
accordingly waited on M. Jullien, and obtained 
from him a very generous concession of Drury Lane 
Theatre, fora benefit, to take place as early as pos- 
sible. Upon this being granted, the deputation 
sent in a petition to her Majesty, drawn up by Mr. 
Stuart, and signed by Mr. Davidson, the lessee, 
and the whole company. Ona Tuesday morning 
last, her Majesty graciously signified through 
George Anson, Esq., her willingness to patronise 
the performances on any night the company might 
select, and a box to be retained for her on the occa- 
sion. Here the matter rests for a period, with the 
exception of a most generous offer from Benjamin 
Webster, Esq., lessee of the Haymarket, to con- 
tribute in any way to the assistance of the sufferers. 

SMITHFIELD ON ITs Last Leas. —The London 
Corporation, like a baited bull, are now reduced to 
the necessity of defending dear dirty Smithfield 


against a host of fresh opponents. The Parliamen- 

| tary Committee has pinned their nose tothe ground, 
and the public press has fastened on their flanks, 
and Messers Norris and Bennock are taking a 
mouthfull out where ever they can lay hold of. 
The Corporation are, evidently, highly incensed 
at the universal feeling of disgust that the revela- 
tions of Smithfield and its slaughtering dens have 
excited amongst all right minded people, but they 
are especially indignant that two of their own mem- 
bers should have had the honesty and independance 
to take their stand on the siie of morality and 
cleanliness against the vested rights of filth and 
cruelty. We fear that the moral recreations of 
Mr. Dixon will, ere long, be shamefully interfered 
with, and that the delightful purlieus of Smithfield 
will soon, by act of legislature, be rendered intole- 
rably healthy and disgustingly sweet. 

Srcnor GrimaLp1.—Old Grimaldi (the father 
of the Grimaldi, who made ‘* Mother Goose” im- 
mortal), in common with those persons who exhile- 
rate the spirits of others, was of a melancholy 
nervous temperament, a ghost seeker, and believer 
in all sorts of marvellous absurdites. He lived in 
Stangate-street, Lambeth (behind Astley’s), and 
often wandered over the then dreary region of St. 
George’s-fields with an old bibliopolist, detailing 
and discussing all the superstitious legends of Ger- 
many and Great Britain. A very jolly party used 
party used to assembled at a tavern in St. James’s 
Market, and to dispel Grimaldi’s gloom a friend 
took him thither. He soon left the room, saying 
‘They was laughed so much it made him more 
melancholy as ever.” His bookselling friend lent 
him a book called * The Uncertainty of the Signs 
of Death,” which so excited his mind with a fear 
of being buried alive that in his will he directed 
that his daughter should, previous to his interment 
sever his head from his body. The operation was 
actually performed in the presence of, though not 
by, the daughter. Asa proof of the morbidity of 
the signor’s mind upon the subject of interment, he 
would wander to different churchyards as Charles 
Bannister said, to pick outa dry spot to lie snug in. 
He originally invented the celebrated skeleton 
scene, now common in all our pantomimes; and 
first represented ‘‘ Cave of Petrefaction,” in,which 
When any one entered, he was supposed to be 
struck at once and for ever into the position in 
which he stood when his unhallowei foot first pro- 
faned the mysterious locality. So prone’ are many 
minds to jest in public with the terrors which ren- 
dered their lives bnrdensome to them in private. 
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